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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Stone  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948,  compiled  in  conformity  with 
the  general  recommendations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  health  of  the  population  can  be  seen  from  the  vital  statistics  to  be  very  satisfactory ;  for  the  fourth  year 
in  succession  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  occurred  in  the  district. 

The  increase  in  the  incidence  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  was  experienced  throughout  the  country  and 
most  cases  were  fairly  mild  in  character. 

In  our  housing  figures,  we  have  just  reason  for  pride  of  accomplishment.  The  number  of  applications  for 
each  house  finished  is  still,  however,  a  reminder  of  the  formidable  task  ahead  of  us  before  the  demand  for  houses 
is  satisfied. 

The  provision  of  a  piped  water  supply  to  a  greatly  increased  area  of  the  Rural  District  is  making  good 
progress ;  delays  of  necessity  must  occur  by  reason  of  shortage  of  materials  and  the  delay  in  getting  the  necessary 
consents  and  licences. 

The  atmospheric  pollution  at  Meaford  is  being  carefully  watched  ;  the  assessment  of  a  year’s  work  will  be 
published  separately. 

I  wish  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  given  me  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his 
Department,  and  also  of  the  generous  co-operation  and  support  of  the  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  GLYNNE  OWEN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

C.  Glynne  Owen,  M.R.C.S.(Eng.),  L.R.C.P. (London). 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meat  Inspector  : 

W.  Hawkes,  C.R.S.I.,  who  is  also  Surveyor  and  Inspector  under  the  Housing  and  Petroleum  Acts,  Rodent  Officer. 

Assistants  to  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  : 

A.  Holmes  B.  K.  Lovatt. 

1 

Clerk  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  and  Surveyor’s  Department  : 

E.  J.  Bevan. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  AREA. 

{1  ^ i  L  I  li  n  u 

Area  (in  Acres),  61,565. 

Population  (estimated),  17,330. 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  4,064. 

Rateable  Value,  £103,408. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate,  £405. 

BYE-LAWS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  AREA. 

Bye-laws  made  by  the  Council  are  now  in  force  with  regard  to  the  following  subjects 

New  Streets  Common  Lodging  Houses 

New  Buildings  Dust  Bins 

Water  Supplies  Common  Lands 


Population 

Still  Birth 

Rate  Per  1,0C 

).  Eng.  &  Wales 

Year 

Stone  R.D. 

17.9 

1948 

0.35 

20.5 

1947 

0.35 

1947 

1948 

Live  Births 

Live  Births 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

145 

147 

Total 

128 

138 

Legit. 

139 

141 

Legit. 

118 

134 

Illegit. 

6 

6 

Illegit. 

10 

4 

Still 

Births 

Still  Births 

Total 

1 

5 

Total 

2 

0 

Legit. 

1 

5 

Legit. 

2 

0 

Illegit. 

0 

0 

Illegit. 

0 

0 

Deaths  under  12  months 

Deaths  under  12  Months 

Total 

4 

7 

Total 

4 

2 

Legit. 

4 

6 

Legit. 

4 

2 

Illegit. 

0 

1 

Illegit. 

0 

0 

Population. 


Year 

1948 

1947 


15.3 

17.2 


Eng.  &  Wales 
0.42 
0.50 


Total  Live  Births 
292 

Total  Still  Births 

6 

Total  Births 
298 

Infant  Death  Rate 
under  12  months 
per  1000  live  births 

Stone  R.D.  40 
Eng.  &  Wales  41 


Total  Live  Births 
266 

Total  Still  Births 
6 

Total  Births 
272 

Infant  Death  Rate 
under  12  months 
per  1000  live  births 
Stone  R.D.  26 
Eng.  &  Wales  43 


Actual  Excess  of  Live  Births  over 

Deaths  266 — 136  =  130 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

Stone  R.D. 

Eng.  &  Wales 

Year  1948 

7.8 

10.8 

Year  1947 

9.7 

.20 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

Food 

Poisoning. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Paratyphoid 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis 

Diphtheria 


1948 

21 

18 

67 

10 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 


1947 

19 

28 

69 

5 

0 

3 

2 

3 

0 

0 


Total  No. 
of  Out¬ 
breaks. 

•No.  of 
Cases. 

No  of 
Deaths. 

Organisms  or  other 
agents  responsible 
with  number  of  out¬ 
breaks  of  each. 

Foods  involved 
with  number  of 
outbreaks  of 
each. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

M.  F. 

T. 

Scarlet  Fever 

0  0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0  0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  0  0 

0 

Influenza 

0  1 

1 

Tuberculosis 


Total 


1948 


Total 


1947 


Number  on  Register 

96 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

34  41 

Non  Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

8  13 

88 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

28  40 

Non  Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

9  11 

New  Cases 

12 

7  1 

2  2 

10 

3  5 

0  2 

Removed  from  Register 

4 

1 

3 

Analysis  of  causes  of  Deaths. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms 

0 

0 

0 

Syphillis 

0 

0 

0 

Influenza 

0 

1 

1 

Measles 

1 

0 

1 

Acute  Polio-  myelitis  and  Encephalitis 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  (all  sites) 

12 

10 

22 

Diabetes 

0 

0 

0 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

5 

10 

15 

Heart  Disease 

24 

22 

46 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

5 

Pneumonia 

5 

3 

8 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

0 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  of  age 

0 

1 

1 

Appendicitis 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

1 

3 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

2 

Maternal  Causes 

0 

0 

0 

Prematurity,  birth  injuries,  malformations 

4 

1 

5 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

Road  Accidents 

2 

0 

2 

Other  violent  causes 

0 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

9 

6 

15 

74 


62 


136 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

The  names  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  are  set  out  on  page  1.  No  changes  have  taken 
place  during  the  past  year. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  water  and  bacteriological  and  pathological  material  sent  by  General  Practitioners  is 
undertaken  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Stafford. 


Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Examination  of  Water. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  water  supplies  : — 

Satisfactory  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Unsatisfactory  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Chemical  examination  of  water  supplies  : — 

Satisfactory  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Unsatisfactory  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 


Ambulance  Facilities  1948. 

On  the  5th  July,  1948  all  the  Ambulance  facilities  and  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Yarnfield  were  taken  over 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1947. 


Mortuary. 

The  Mortuary  at  Trent  House  is  still  being  used  for  the  reception  of  bodies  from  the  Stone  Rural  Area, 
Plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  mortuary  itself  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  their  approval.  Since 
the  submission  of  these  plans,  which  includes  a  viewing  chapel,  improvements  etc.,  to  the  post  mortem  room., 
this  mortuary  is  now  administered  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  and  is  no  longer  the  responsibility  of  this  local 
authority. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supplies. 

Numerous  samples  have  been  taken  from  the  public  water  supplies,  private  supplies,  springs  and  wells 
throughout  the  district. 

Efforts  have  been  made  and  are  still  being  made  in  an  endeavour  to  get  the  properties  within  a  reasonable 
distance  connected  to  the  water  mains. 

Sanction  has  now  been  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  carry  out  the  water  main  extensions  in  respect  of 
the  remainder  of  the  Eccleshall  Parish. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  supplying  water  to  the  villages  of  Fulford,  Moss  Gate, 
Moddershall,  Spot  Acre,  Hilderstone,  Sharpley  Heath,  Stone  Heath,  Milwich  Heath  and  Garshall  Green. 

The  water  main  has  now  been  laid  to  the  village  of  Mill  Meece  and  with  the  exception  of  three  properties  all 
the  premises  in  the  village  have  been  connected  to  the  main  in  question. 

With  regard  to  the  village  of  Sandon,  detailed  plans  are  in  course  of  preparation  by  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Water  Engineer  for  the  laying  of  mains  to  supply,  in  addition  to  Sandon  village,  several  of  the  outlying  farms 
and  houses. 

This  supply  will  be  provided  for  by  means  of  the  new  borehole  that  has  been  sunk  on  the  site  of  existing  supply. 


No.  with  Piped  Supply. 


Parish 

No.  of 
Houses 

Staffs. 

P.W.B. 

Stone 

U.D.C. 

Newcastle 

R.D.C. 

Stone 

R.D.C. 

Private 

Supply 

Standpipe 

Supply 

Barlaston 

516 

516 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Chebsey 

136 

— 

— 

— 

100 

— 

— 

Eccleshall 

1,045 

75 

— 

7 

373 

27 

28 

Fulford 

557 

492 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Hilderstone  . . 

103 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Milwich 

122 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

Sandon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Standon 

108 

98 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stone  Rural  . . 

560 

405 

92 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Swynnerton  . . 

655 

636 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  whole  of  the  Tittensor  Sewerage  extensions  have  now  been  completed  and  satisfactory  progress  has  been 
made  in  connection  with  the  sewering  of  the  remainder  of  the  Barlaston  area.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  work 
will  be  finally  completed  early  in  1949. 

The  question  of  connecting  individual  properties  to  this  new  sewer  is  also  being  dealt  with. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  Council  have  now  undertaken  the  collection  of  household  refuse  from  the  whole  of  the  Stone  Rural 
District  with  the  exception  of  the  township  of  Eccleshall  which  is  still  being  carried  out  by  contract.) 

Progress  is  still  being  maintained  regarding  the  conversion  of  pans  into  water  closets  in  the  Eccleshall  area. 

Camping  Sites. 

During  the  year  1948  one  licence  was  issued  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936. 

No  unauthorised  camping  has  taken  place  in  the  district  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained. 

There  are  two  authorised  camping  sites,  namely  the  Boys’  Scouts  Camp  at  Kibblestone  and  the  Girls 
Training  Corps  Camp  at  Cotwalton. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  is  only  one  public  swimming  pool  in  the  district,  this  pool  is  situated  at  Trentham.  Routine  samples 
have  been  taken  from  the  pool  and  all  samples  confirmed  that  the  water  was  satisfactory  for  drinking  and  bathing. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Shops. 

On  the  5th  August,  1948  the  County  Council  redelegated  their  powers  under  the  Shops  Acts  1912 — 34  to 
this  Council  and  since  that  35  shop  premises  have  been  inspected.  Further  routine  inspections  will  be  carried 
out  during  1949. 

Offices. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  this  heading. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  this  heading. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Report  by  Medical  Officer  to  be  published  later. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

All  animals,  the  food  of  which  is  intended  for  human  consumption  are  slaughtered  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Central  Slaughter  House  at  Stone.  Meat  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  Stone  U.D.C. 

Knacker  Yards. 

There  are  three  Knackers’  Yards  still  in  operation  in  the  district. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  five  Bakehouses  (other  than  basement  bakehouses)  in  the  district.  12  inspections  have  been  made 
and  the  premises  were  found  to  comply  with  the  Factories  Act  1937  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938. 

Ice  Cream. 

During  the  year,  8  premises  have  been  inspected  and  approved  for  the  sale  and  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 


Milk  Production. 

Classification  of  Farms  in  Parishes. 


Parish 

Non-designated 

Accredited 

T.T. 

Barlaston 

18 

22 

3 

Chebsey 

6 

13 

— 

Eccleshall 

102 

72 

5 

Fulford 

32 

18 

— 

Hilderstone  . . 

17 

19 

1 

Milwich 

29 

28 

3 

Sandon  . . 

22 

26 

2 

Standon 

7 

12 

— 

Stone  Rural 

32 

48 

7 

Swynnerton  . . 

36 

16 

4 

Totals  . . 

301 

274 

25 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  five  Bakehouses  in  the  area,  10  inspections  have  been  made  and  the  premises  were  found  to  be 
clean  and  satisfactory. 


Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Written 

Inspections  Notices  Prosecutions 


Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  enforced  by  L.A. 
Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 

20 

— 

Nil 

by  the  L.A. 

27 

— 

Nil 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  L.A.  . . 

25 

—  Nil 

No.  of  Defects. 

Found  Remedied 

Defects  found  in  Factories.  Want  of  cleanliness 

•  •  ♦  • 

4 

4 

Sanitary  Conveniences.  Unsuitable  or  defective 

•  •  •  • 

0 

0 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

1.  By  the  Local  Authority  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  94 

2.  By  other  Local  Authorities  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

3.  By  Private  Enterprise  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

The  total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  is  now  264.  The  distribution  of  new  houses  erected  and 
under  construction  during  1948  by  parishes  is  tabulated  below  ; 


Council  Houses 

Private  Enterprise 

Parish 

Under 

Under 

Completed 

Construction 

Completed 

Construction 

Barlaston 

14 

70 

2 

— 

Chebsey  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Eccleshall 

21 

3 

1 

— 

Fulford  . . 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Hilderstone 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Milwich 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sandon  . . 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Standon 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Stone  Rural 

32 

3 

2 

— 

Swynnerton 

4 

— — 

2 

1 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  1948. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  88 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  207 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  the  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  69 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  152 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

By  local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  .,.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  acts. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  27 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

By  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

By  Local  Authorities  after  default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  2 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 
Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 


